
 11. �   John Hellewell  1850-1908
John Hellewell and his wife Evelyn 
lived at 295 Burley Road. Family of 
Dyers - Hellewell and Son Dyers.
28th July 1943. A recently 
constructed static water supply basin 
full of rubble, perhaps from recent 
demolition or bombing. The basin 
is on the site of St Simons Street 
and H Hinchcliffe Iron Merchants 
and Hellewell and Son Dyers can 
be seen on Kirkstall Road. Upton 

street has been demolished and the chemist’s shop on the 
end of Townend Street can be seen on the left with Methodist 
Chapel and Sunday School on the right. 10. �  Snowden Schofield  1870-1949

Snowden Schofield was born in 
Bradford in 1870. He worked at 
Brown & Muff in Bradford, and in 
London as an assistant draper at 
Harvey Nichols store. He moved to 
Owen Owens in Liverpool where he 
worked as a lace buyer.
In May 1901 he married Mabel and 
one week later he opened his own 
Fancy Drapers and Milliners in the 
Victoria Arcade Leeds.He bought up 

shops until, in 1947, he owned the whole of the Arcade and 
acquired the Red Hall in 1921, the Hippodrome in 1934 and 
the Cock and Bottle pub in 1938.
Over the years ‘Schofields’ became one of the foremost stores 
in Leeds. Snowden Schofield died in 1949 aged 79 and his son 
Peter took over, opening the Headrow store in 1962 as well as 
stores in Harrogate, Skipton and Sheffield.
In September 1984 Peter sold the store to Clayform 
Properties Ltd. and all family connections with the firm 
ended. Schofields store closed in 1987.

  9.    �Ellen Oldroyd  1873-1896
Ellen Oldroyd was the eldest 
daughter of Joshua (a cabinet maker 
and upholsterer) and his wife Mary 
Ann. Along with Eva and Hilda, the 
younger sisters they lived at 5 Hyde 
Park Road.
Ellen was a confectioner and only 
22 years old when she died in 1896. 
We do not know her cause of death 
but consumption (TB) was still very 
evident at that time.
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 12. �  Henry John Dorsey  1842-1892
Born in Home on Spalding Moor, 
Henry John Dorsey was firstly 
a plumber and painter. He then 
became a licensed victualler and 
was the landlord of various pubs 
including Wharton’s Hotel, a Tetley’s 
Public House at  4 Park Lane.
There are many licensees in 
Lawnswood and they all seem to die 
at a relatively young age (Henry was 
just 50).

 13. �  Henry Hardy Whitfield  1841 -1891
On the 1871 census, Henry’s 
occupation was given as stone 
mason. He then became landlord 
of the Pack Horse Inn on Briggate 
where he stayed for the rest of his life.

Angels had symbolic meaning in Victorian times as the 
messengers of God. There are many shapes and sizes 
of angels in Lawnswood Cemetery, and this walk does 
not claim to cover all examples, but a small selection 
to introduce you to the cemetery and maybe whet 
your appetite to find out or explore more! Many of 
those buried at the Victorian cemetery were successful 
businessmen, engineers, medics, scientists and other 
professionals with the money to commission these 
beautiful monuments, but at heart they were also 
individuals with families like us, living their lives, 
some with very interesting stories to tell: inspiring, 
heart-breaking, surprising, fascinating. Cemeteries 
offer a wealth of historical insights as well as artistic 
craftsmanship and symbolic reference reflecting the 
times. The angels of Lawnswood monuments offer 
a glimpse into our local, national and sometimes 
international, history.

This self-guided walk is dedicated to Mike Simpson, 
a founding member of the Friends of Lawnswood 
Cemetery and Chair from 2012 until his untimely death 
in 2015. The photographs were taken by Kate Vernon, 
also a  founder member of the group, and much of the 
research and text was prepared by her before her death 
in 2022. The Friends remember both of them with 
much affection.



  3.   � George F. C. Macaskie  1858-1899
Born in 1858 in Berwick-upon-
Tweed, the son of George Macaskie.
He joined the Institute of Journalists 
in 1894. He and his brother Frank 
started the Leeds Daily News. Sadly, 
he developed mouth cancer. He had 
surgery then visited Windermere to 
help his recovery.
One day he went for his customary 
row on the lake but did not return. 
His boat was found empty with 

one oar missing. His body was found about a mile from 
the landing at the hotel in which he was staying. He had 
drowned, 7th September 1899.

  2.    William  Jaques  1838-1912
A grocer and provisions merchant 
living in  Chapel Allerton/Francis 
Street, Leeds 7.  His wife,  son and 
daughter are remembered on the 
monument. This beautiful angel was 
sculpted by Edward Caldwell Spruce, 
who was also responsible for the 
Sam Wilson monument just further 
up the path. This angel is carrying 
poppies, a symbol at the time of 
eternal sleep or oblivion. An attempt 

was made to steal the angel in 2010 but fortunately a vigilant 
staff member stopped them at the gate.

  5.    Sam Wilson  1851-1918
Born in Ossett and moved to Leeds 
to help run the family worsted 
business at mills on Wellington 
Street. He became a managing 
director of Joshua Wilson and Sons 
after the death of his father. Sam 
married Ann Harrop and they lived 
at Rutland Lodge in Potternewton. 
His art collection was bequeathed 
to Leeds Art Gallery  by his widow, 
where until relatively recently 

the collection was shown in the Sam Wilson Gallery. The 
magnificent Grade 11 listed monument is by the sculptor 
Edward Caldwell Spruce who worked in Leeds. He died in 
1922 and was buried in an unmarked grave in Beckett Street 
Cemetery until the Friends group there organised for a 
headstone to be erected which was ceremoniously unveiled 
in 2022 attended by a surviving relative of Spruce. The central 
angel “Hope” was adopted by the Friends of Lawnswood 
Cemetery as their logo when they formed in 2011.

  6. �   George Dalton  18**-1904
There was very little to be found 
about George Dalton other than 
he was an engineer and Iron 
founder and lived at Regent Villas 
Cumberland Road.

  4.   � James Alexandar Moxon  1861-1923
James Moxon was a financier. He 
and his wife Ada had 5 children. The 
eldest boys, James and William were 
twins born in 1886 so the first name 
is the son, aged 12. His twin brother 
died in 1907 aged 21.
Lieutenant Tom Cyril Moxon the 
youngest child died 19/11/19.
Olive married an engineer when she 
was 21 (1910). She died in Norwich 
1973 aged 86!

The father, James Alexander Moxon, died in 1923 aged 61 and 
his poor wife Ada who died 1928, aged 70,  is actually buried 
in another grave,  C63, as there was no room for her!

  1. �   Smith Pickering  1836-1910
A joiner and builder, he died in 1910 
leaving a wife, Elizabeth Rebecca, 
and two children Alice and Herbert, 
of 25, Victoria Place, Camp Road, 
Leeds.

  7. �   John Thomas Jackson 	  **- **
1871 and 81 census, living in Leeds 
and  a pawnbroker. The 1901 
census tells us that he was a timber 
merchant; the 1911 census says he 
was Chairman of Directors for a 
furnishing store. He was also a JP and 
Chairman of Ilkley Urban Council. 
He lived in a house called Elmleigh, 
Ilkley which he possibly had built 
in the 1880’s, now a Convent 
Residential Home.

He and his wife Elizabeth had three daughters.
This is a mystery man! Research found a newspaper article 
which described him as a man ‘whose history has become 
shrouded in the mists of time’.

  8. �   Thomas Walker Chapman 1841-1908
Born in Beeston, Thomas Walker 
Chapman was a fish and game 
merchant in the Hunslet area, 
65 Hunslet New Road.
He married firstly Catherine 
Mary who died in 1886 and then 
Mary Ann.
He and Mary Ann retired to 
Scarborough where he died in 
February 1908 followed in December 
the same year by Mary Ann.


