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Wishing all our Members a very  

Happy New Year 

To enhance, promote and protect Lawnswood Cemetery, including its monuments, buildings, landscape and records. 

Introduction by the Chair 

A Happy New Year to all our members and volunteers! 

2019 has been a busy and successful year. Membership of the 

‘Friends’ totalled 111, the highest number we have ever had, 

which is wonderful.  Thank you all for your on-going support. 

We successfully raised the funds for an outdoor notice board 

which you will see just inside the entrance through the main 

gates. We hope this will give us improved contact with visitors. 

We also engaged local businesses who donated new high visibility vests and the funds to 

print our name on them. All our Action Day volunteers including the children now have one 

of our own hi-vis vests. This improves health and safety and also publicises our presence in 

the cemetery when we are working. 

Together with Bereavement Services we have produced the first in a planned series of 

information lecterns. This one features the iconic “Ethel Preston” and was put in place just 

before Christmas. So, when you next visit the cemetery why not stop by and see it?  With 

more lecterns planned, this will be our fundraising focus for 2020. We are delighted to work 

with Bereavement Services on this project and thank Chris Simpson, Manager, for his 

enthusiastic and generous support. 

We are looking forward to another busy and productive year and we thank you for 

everything you do to help to keep the Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery active and of 

benefit to the cemetery that we all love! 

Janice Simpson 

Chair 

Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery 
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Albert Johanneson 

13th March1940 – 28th September 1995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      He stayed there for nine years working diligently at his game, and by the 1963–64 season 

had established himself as a powerful attacking force providing 13 league goals, which 

assisted in Leeds' promotion from the Second Division.                                                                           

Over following seasons, a spate of injuries and the emergence of Eddie Gray left 

Johanneson on the sidelines, and he made only 10 further starts for Leeds before manager 

Don Revie released him in 1970. Later that year Johanneson joined York City scoring three 

goals in 26 appearances before retiring. 

Life after football did not treat the South African well, and he became somewhat of a 

recluse, suffering from a severe addiction to alcohol. Johanneson died alone of meningitis 

and heart failure in 1995.  He is remembered fondly by Leeds' fans of the 1960s for using 

his distinctive natural prowess to illuminate Elland Road. 

It was not until a year after Albert’s burial that Paul Eubanks, a local teacher from  

Chapeltown who was undertaking a project that linked into the upcoming EURO96 events, 

found when visiting Lawnswood Cemetery that it was both difficult to locate the grave and 

that there was no monument or headstone.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this year where Leeds United commemorate 
their   100th Anniversary, Albert stands as part 
of their history as the first player of African 
heritage to play in the 1965 FA Cup final.   
 
Johanneson, a skilful and swift left winger, was 
recommended to Leeds United by a South 
African schoolteacher and joined the club in 
April 1961. 
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The story was featured in the Yorkshire Evening Post. When Leeds United chairman Leslie 

Silver heard the news he paid for an emergency wooden cross and plaque.  The club then 

paid for the headstone which has an inscription agreed by his daughters of a poem by Maya 

Angelou 

Out of the huts of history's shame 
I rise 
Up from a past that's rooted in pain 
I rise 
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide  
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave 
 I am the dream and the hope of the slave 
I rise 
I rise 
I rise                                                                                 (P962)                                                                                                         
            

 

In January 2019, Leeds United finally erected a Blue Plaque outside East Stand reception at 

Elland Road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

By ALAN MANN 
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Action Day Report 

2019 has been another successful year for our monthly Action Days which are led by head 

gardener Chris Raines and ranger Nick Denham. Our regular loyal volunteers are so 

enthusiastic that they start work before the allotted time!  

 We have been delighted to welcome students from Leeds University and we also have 

some children who come to help, accompanied by their Mums of course. (This is a 

requirement for under 16s) 

Our image was enhanced when Bellway Homes provided us with new high-vis 

vests. The cost of printing our logo on the back was met by David Wilson Homes. 

Thanks to them, we can now be spotted from afar! 

The tasks we have undertaken are very varied. Many Victorian graves have been treated 

with stone chippings and The Green Burial Area has been improved by the addition of top 

soil, tree lopping and new planting. We have also lopped bushes, removed tons of leaves 

and planted hundreds of bulbs. Oh! 

and  we also found time to paint a 

number of benches with preservative. 

 If ever you need water for flowers, 

Kate our Membership Secretary has 

created a ‘Tap Map’ which is displayed 

in the waiting room. There are also 

Tap Map leaflets on the table in the 

waiting room.   

 Sue Harris 
Action Day Coordinator 
 

 

Hi Vis Vest. 

The last Action Day of 2019.  

 

 

Whatever the weather, they still turn out! 
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Sketching at Lawnswood Cemetery 

At the end of October 2019, a few of us from the Cookridge and Horsforth u3a drawing and 

sketching group went to Lawnswood Cemetery. The weather was very damp, and one of 

the volunteers with the Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery met us and showed us around the 

cemetery. She was very knowledgeable and helped our understanding of the history of 

Leeds and area, as shown by the sculptures in the Victorian part of the cemetery. It added 

to the scene, the fact that on the edge of the cemetery the leaves on the trees were 

turning, and the sculptures stood out against a backdrop of reds, browns, yellows and 

oranges.  

Unfortunately, as we had only a short time available, the time for sketching was cut short, 

but we all managed at least one. I used my sketches as inspiration for my design for a 

Christmas card for this year. There was certainly quite a lot to learn about the imagery and 

symbolism used by the Victorians. The only drawback for us was the lack of benches, or 

places to sit down. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

U3a is a national organisation which has recently changed its motto to “Learn, laugh and 

live”. Membership is open to anyone who has retired or is semi -retired. The organisation is 

divided up into geographical areas. The benefits of the membership are new interests, new 

challenges and making new friends. The head office web site is www.u3a.org.uk  The local 

u3a is www.cookridgeandhorsforthu3a.wildapricot.org 

You can see on the web site the different interest groups. In addition to the drawing and 

sketching group, we also have started an art appreciation group, a photography group and 

there is also a crafting group. 

S. McGarr 

http://www.u3a.org.uk/
http://www.cookridgeandhorsforthu3a.wildapricot.org/
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Grave Spotlight  on James Graham 

 by Keith Rowntree                                

James Graham (1869-1931) is buried in Lawnswood Cemetery far 

from his birthplace in Sanquhar, Dumfriesshire. His parents were 

agricultural labourers and he was orphaned at the age of six. 

Graham was sent to live with his uncle Robert Graham in 

Lincolnshire. At the age of nineteen his uncle and aunt died and 

Graham moved to London to make a living as a school teacher. In 

the evenings he took lessons in commerce, modern languages and 

economics and in his holidays took trips in Europe learning about 

their systems of education.  

In 1893, aged only 24, The West Riding Technical Institution Committee employed him as 

an Inspector for Modern Languages and Commercial Education. His reputation grew 

steadily and in 1905 Graham was made Secretary for Higher Education in Leeds. Two years 

later, as Leeds Education Committee took control of much of the education needs of the 

city he was made Secretary for Education, a much-expanded role. He was an expert linguist 

and was acknowledged as an authority on both commercial education and educational 

finance. Graham survived the criticism levelled at him during the City of Leeds Training 

College debacle, in which Winifred Mercier and nine women teachers resigned.  The fallout 

meant a reorganisation of the Education Department at Leeds and Graham emerged as 

Director of Education in 1918.  

Perhaps foremost in his achievements 

was being the driving force behind the 

formation of Leeds Training College, 

along with Alderman Fred Kinder and 

he also played a significant role in the 

establishment of Carnegie College of 

Physical Training although he died 

before the project was brought to completion.  

Graham married his French wife Marie Thorbee Guathrie in 1891 and they had one 

daughter Irene Marie Antionette Graham in 1895. He also had a liaison with his assistant 

Sally Hartnoll and had another daughter by her, Marie Hartnoll in 1917. He ensured that 

Marie was schooled, and she also became a school teacher in later life.  

Come rain or shine, our volunteers turn out.... 
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Graham died in 1931 at the Hotel Russell in London while attending an education 

conference. Some who worked with him described him as brusque, but he was an efficient 

administrator. His one formal qualification was an honorary doctorate from Leeds 

University awarded in 1927.  Among his friends he was known as ‘Jimmy’ and considered a 

raconteur with a sensitive side that manifested itself in charitable schemes such as ‘Boots 

for Bairns Fund’ and Children’s Day pageant an echo perhaps reflecting his own early 

struggles as an orphan. 

I am indebted to Dr Paul Shotton, James Graham’s great grandson for additional 

information. 

Keith Rowntree 

 

  

The grave of James Graham stands in the 

1910 extension. (U129) 
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Heritage Open Day 

Heritage Open Day turned out to be a great success this year which was probably the result 

of new booklets for advertising. Caroline Vernon’s walk ‘Getting to know Lawnswood 

Cemetery’ was fully booked a fortnight before the date. We arranged a second walk, also 

fully booked for those we couldn’t accommodate on the first, but unfortunately we had to 

cancel on the day because of appalling weather! 

                                 HOD walkers at the memorial to Snowden Schofield                          KV 

 

Ethel’s Lectern 

As mentioned by Janice in her introduction, we are planning a series of information lecterns 
in the cemetery. Thanks to Bereavement Services the first is now in place.  
Early in December Andrew and Gavin from City Signs arrived, Head Gardener Chris Raines 
was also present to ensure that it was placed in the correct spot and within an hour it was 
being given a final polish. Good job well done!                                                           KV 
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The Members Tea Party 

The annual tea party started in 2012 as the Committee’s way of thanking 

members for their support. It has grown in popularity each year and 2019 was 

no exception. 

Gladys kept everyone guessing with her quiz, the tea was delicious as always 

and Antony Ramm from Leeds City Libraries gave a most interesting talk on 

Early Leeds Cemeteries.  A very pleasant afternoon was had by all! 
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Winter into Spring 

 

On a bleak day of winter, 

a song thrush sang to me: 

of roots and twigs he built his nest 

in the crown of a tree. 

 

On a cold day of winter, 

I glimpsed the celandine, 

starry glow in gloomy woods 

at dusk and evening-time. 

 

On a clear day of winter, 

fresh smells I breathed of spring, 

when flowers all were roses 

and sweet primrose was king. 

 

On a fine day in springtime, 

the windflower dipped her head, 

daffodils and crocuses 

rose brightly from their bed. 

 

On a moist day in springtime, 

a badger wiped his paws: 

like any muddy walker 

before he steps indoors. 
 

                                                                 By Robert Hill, January 2018 

 

 

 

Another of Robert’s poems written after a walk through 

local woods. This one has been set to music and is sung 

by  Leeds U3A choir. 
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A Date for Your Diary 
AGM 

Thursday 16th April at 7pm 
The Garden Room, 

 Friends Meeting House 

New Adel Lane, Adel. 

 

Finally, Whilst at the cemetery one afternoon before Christmas, I saw a sight that is very 

rare these days at Lawnswood. It was just beginning to get dark, about 3pm, when I noticed 
three men who were obviously busy but I couldn’t quite make out what they were doing. 
Curiosity got the better of me and I set off to investigate. I was surprised to discover that 
they were erecting a grave stone! 
 

The cemetery has been closed for burials for quite some time and those that do take place 
are in family graves or previously purchased plots. What was once an everyday sight is quite 
a rarity now. 
The firm involved came from Knaresborough and were very proud of the work they did, and 
looking at the finished job, I can see why.                                                       KV 
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