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To enhance, promote and protect Lawnswood Cemetery, including its monuments, buildings, landscape and records. 

Welcome to the summer 2019 edition of our newsletter! 

Thank you for continuing to renew your memberships again this year. It is so important to us in maintaining the work 

of the group. It means a great deal to know that you support what we are doing. 

We now have a new outdoor notice board, situated just inside the main entrance. We have had a separate 

fundraising effort, undertaken very successfully by Alan, to fund it. We hope it will attract the attention of more 

people who visit the cemetery and hopefully generate more interest and support. Alan raised the money from local 

businesses and local councillors, and we are grateful for their generosity. 

We are, believe it or not, half way through the calendar year already, and we have a busy year of events ! We started 

with our AGM in April: in May we marked National Cemeteries Week with a Birdsong Walk round the cemetery, and 

in June, the Family Action Day aimed at encouraging children and their parents to get involved. We had a lovely 

session with nesting boxes being built, and weeding done, with our regular volunteers and Family Day attendees all 

working together. A gazebo for refreshments gave the day a real summer feel (and was needed as there was a brief 

downpour – well that’s summer, isn’t it?!). Thanks to Nick and Chris from the Council for the preparation and 

planning they did. 

We have the Night Time Safari to come in July ( now fully booked) , and the annual Tea Party set for 17th August so 

do keep that date in your diary. Members will be getting an invitation shortly. On 15th September we have a guided 

walk supporting Heritage Open Day, a Bat Walk on 28th September and a further Family Action Day on 2nd November. 

We also had Committee representation at the National Federation of Cemetery Friends AGM in June, this year 

hosted by the Friends of Lister Lane Cemetery in Halifax, which we always try to support. Meanwhile walks and talks 

continue throughout the year presented by either Ann or Caroline, and our Action Day volunteers meet monthly to 

work in the grounds with Chris and Nick, making a tremendous difference in the cemetery. 

We continue to benefit from the support of Leeds City Council, and particularly thank Chris Simpson, Bereavement 

Services Manager, for his continued support since we started. And of course, my thanks to all our members and 

volunteers for all that you do. 

I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer, whatever the weather, and look forward to seeing some of you at the Tea 

Party in August. 

 

Janice Simpson 

Chair 

Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery 
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Image courtesy of Leeds Museums and Galleries 

Edward Caldwell Spruce: a Leeds 
sculptor and his work, by Alison Glew 
 
This article is an abridged and edited version of  
Alison's chapter on E C Spruce in 'Sculpting Art History: 
Essays in Memory of Benedict Read', edited by 
Katharine Eustace, Mark Stocker and Joanna Barnes 
(PMSA Publishing, 2018). Alison was taught by Ben 
Read during her first year as a History of Art student 
at the University of Leeds and completed her final year 
dissertation on Spruce under Ben’s guidance. 
 
Edward Caldwell Spruce was born in Altrincham, 
Cheshire, the son of a tiler from nearby Knutsford, in 
1865. After early employment at a local tile factory, 
Spruce moved to Leeds where he lived and worked 
until his death in 1922. Around 1891 he attended 
Leeds School of Art on a free studentship, and won a 
number of prizes in the National Competition for 
modelling. He then taught there until he moved to the 
Burmantofts Works of the Leeds Fireclay Company in 
about 1893. He eventually became principal designer 
and modeller at Burmantofts, who were rapidly 
becoming nationally and internationally known 
suppliers of high quality terracotta and faience for 
building work. Spruce produced decorative work for 
several of Burmantofts' many architectural 
commissions, including the new Midland Railway 
Hotel in Manchester (1896), the General News Room, 
Leicester (1898), The Alhambra Theatre, Blackpool 
(1899) and the Blackpool Tower complex, which had 
opened five years previously, and where still today 
Spruce's designs adorn the stairways leading to the 
circus and famous ballroom (pictured below). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After studying at the Académie Julian in Paris for 
about a year, Spruce returned to Leeds to properly 
begin his career as a sculptor, setting up his own 
studio at 48a Back Cowper Street, Chapeltown. About 
this time he became a teaching master at Leeds 
School of Art and also regularly exhibited work at the 
Paris Salon and the Royal Academy, as well as Leeds 
Art Gallery. Spruce became a prominent member of 
the Leeds Savage Club, a convivial collective of artists, 
musicians and writers who would gather for concerts 
and ‘great pow-wows’ in and around the city. Spruce 
became the Club's 'Chief Scribe' and even designed 
this terracotta punchbowl used by members to drink 
'firewater' from on ceremonial occasions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends such as the artist Mark Senior introduced the 
sculptor to various wealthy and influential patrons of 
the day. One such patron was Sam Wilson, the 
businessman, JP and future benefactor of Leeds Art 
Gallery, who owned several pieces by Spruce 
including a bronze bust of himself (1897) and whose 
memorial at Lawnswood would prove to be the 
sculptor's final work. Indeed, Spruce's artistic career 
could be said to have begun and ended with Sam 
Wilson.                                                                                                                
The studio in Back Cowper Street was a hive of 
activity, with work being produced not only for Leeds 
and neighbouring towns and cities, but much further 
afield.  In 1915, Spruce’s designs in competition had 
been accepted for part of the external decoration of 
the Royal Academy of Fine Arts at Rio de Janeiro, and 
his four huge panels (depicting the artistic life of 
classical antiquity and other scenes from the daily life 
of Ancient Egypt, including workers, potters and 
sculptors) can still be seen on what is now the 
National Museum of Fine Arts. The panel being 
worked on by Spruce in the photo below was part of 
that South American commission, and the other 
pieces visible are (l to r): 'The Blind Man' (now at 
Leeds Art Gallery), 'The Pardon' (untraced) and 'The 
Alarm', a life-size figure of a semi-naked man blowing 
a hunting horn. The latter once stood in the grounds 
of Gledhow Hall, the residence of Sir Edward Allen 
Brotherton (Yorkshire industrialist and great 
benefactor of the University of Leeds), after whose 
death it was presented to Leeds Art Collection. It first 
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adorned the grounds of Temple Newsam House and 
then Lotherton Hall, from where it was stolen around 
1992. 
 

 
 
 

Following Sam Wilson’s death in 1915, Spruce 
executed his monumental work, Mors Janua Vitae, for 
the memorial in Lawnswood Cemetery. Sometimes 
known as 'Faith, Hope and Charity', the colossal, 
triangular composition recalls Spruce’s 1905 lecture to 
the Leeds Arts Club when he spoke of the 'trinity of 
powers' - strength, uplifting freedom and intelligence 
– that he considered to be symbolic of the soul of 
man. The central, majestic figure, Hope, an angel 
holding aloft Life’s symbol, a flaming torch, stands on 
the high central pedestal, beneath which is a bizarre 
bas-relief group of skull, cherub, cobra, a shrouded 
skeletal corpse and a half-reclining female figure. The 
half-decomposed body is a transi, a conventional form 
of iconography in tomb sculpture, grasping a crown in 
its left hand and a laurel wreath in its right, prior to 
being stripped of all signs of earthly gain or glory. A 
peeping cherub and sultry female figure repose 
disconcertingly amongst these macabre reminders of 
man’s mortality. The extended right foot of angelic 
Hope hovers, without actually touching, the death’s 
head. The two lower wings of the monument hold 
more figures: melancholy Faith, who sits cross-legged 
with book and crucifix on her knee, and serene 
Benevolence, offering spiritual and material 
generosity. The bronze figures have weathered to an 
attractive, green-blue verdigris, and the monument, in 
its commanding position at the central crossroads of 
the main cemetery pathway, is strikingly visible from 
all approaches. At the base of the central plinth, 
beneath an inscription ‘in loving memory’ of Sam and 
Ann Wilson, are the words Mors Janua Vitae – Death 
is the Door to Life.  Unfortunately Spruce did not live 
to see the memorial installed and it would become, 
somewhat appropriately, his last work.  
 
 

In 1907 The Leeds Mercury had described Caldwell 
Spruce as: 

 
Tall and athletic of build, obviously full of 
nervous energy, and with eyes of that peculiar 
blue at times intensely practical, and at other 
times vaguely dreaming or gazing into ‘the 
beyond’, which seems to be peculiarly 
associated with the strongly imaginative 
temperament, Mr Spruce is an enthusiastic 
devotee of his art. 

 
The Friends should rightly be very proud of the Wilson 
Memorial, a distinctive landmark within the cemetery 
grounds, but another work by Spruce at Lawnswood is 
the fine bronze 'Stooping Angel', which was subject to 
an attempted theft in recent years but has now 
happily been re-installed atop its plinth at the grave of 
William Jaques. It is perhaps ironic that Spruce's own 
resting place at Beckett Street Cemetery is entirely 
unmarked. 
 

 
 
Other notable works in Leeds not already mentioned 
above include a bronze bust and bas-relief medallion 
of Lord Brotherton (University of Leeds) a bronzed 
plaster statuette of a nude man holding his foot, a 
marble bust of Sir James Kitson, first Lord Mayor of 
Leeds and a replica of the Phil May Birthplace 
Memorial tablet (all Leeds Museums and Galleries). 
Finally, another Burmantofts building featuring 
classical figures by Spruce is the Yorkshire Building 
Society at the corner of Briggate and Duncan Street in 
the city centre. 
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Summer into Autumn

 

Walk with me in leafy shade 

when days of June catch fire, 

down woodland paths dappled bright 

as the morning sun climbs higher. 

 

Taking tea on an after- 

noon, ‘Tink-tink-tink-tink-tee’. 

Hear the yellowhammer call, ‘Spare 

a bit of bread for me!’ 

 

Cherries ripe and chestnuts brown 

and apple blossom white, 

Summer turning russet red 

feeds our hearts with delight. 

 

Days like c andles burnt both ends 

soon begin to shorten. 

Mornings then late risers are 

and evening draws the curtain. 

 

Autumn winds pursue us pinch- 

ing cheeks and nipping noses.  

Faint but fragrant then are the 

Scents of summer roses. 

 

 

By Robert Hill      

 
 
 

Robert is a long - time member of the Friends and Action Day volunteer.  
                            We look forward to sharing more of his charming work in the future. 
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Grave Spotlight today is on Tom Mann  

Who was acclaimed as the greatest 

labour agitator and orator of his time. 

 
By Alan Mann 

When I first moved to Leeds some 32 years ago, a 

few Socialist friends asked if I was related to Tom 

Mann.   They said something like he was cremated 

at Lawnswood Cemetery, and a memorial exists 

somewhere in there for him. 

I never thought anymore of it until 2014 when I was sat in the Light Cinema in Leeds watching a film 

called ‘Jimmy’s Hall’ where, at a critical point in the storyline, they mentioned the Socialist agitator 

Tom Mann being expelled from Ireland. 

So I thought to myself, ‘Wouldn’t it be nice if I could, at the very least, find the memorial to him?’  

After a few enquiries with the Leeds Trades Council I was reliably informed that I could locate it by the 

main doors of the Columbarium.  Job done! 

Not quite.   This year I attended the special exhibition put on by the Leeds Central Library, which 

commemorated the 80th Anniversary of the ending of the Spanish Civil War.  On one of the exhibition 

banners there was an old photograph showing a group of young men who were part of the Tom Mann 

International Brigade. 

Clearly I need to exorcise Tom Mann who seems to be following me throughout my life. I may not be 

related to him but I do feel an affinity, and feel also that he deserves an article in the Friends of 

Lawnswood Cemetery newsletter. 

Tom Mann was born on 15 April 1856 in Grange Road, Longford, now a suburb of Coventry, the son of 

a clerk who worked at a colliery.  He attended school from the ages of six to nine, then began work 

doing odd jobs on the colliery farm. A year later he became a trapper, a labour-intensive job that 

involved clearing blockages from the narrow airways in the mining shafts. In 1870, the colliery was 

forced to close and the family moved to Birmingham. Mann soon found work as an engineering 

apprentice. He attended public meetings addressed by Annie Besant and John Bright, and this began 

his political awareness. He completed his apprenticeship in 1877 and moved to London, however he 

was unable to find work as an engineer and took a series of unskilled jobs.  

In 1879, Mann found work in an engineering shop. Here he was introduced to socialism by the 

foreman, and decided to improve his own education. His reading included the works of William Morris, 

Henry George and John Ruskin. In 1881 he joined the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, and took part 

in his first strike. In 1884, he joined the Social Democratic Federation (SDF) in Battersea. Here he met 

John Burns and Henry Hyde Champion, who encouraged him to publish a pamphlet calling for the 

working day to be limited to eight hours. Mann formed an organisation, the Eight Hour League, which 

successfully pressured the Trades Union Congress to adopt the eight-hour day as a key goal.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longford,_Coventry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suburb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clerk_(position)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colliery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaft_mining
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineering_apprentice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineering_apprentice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Besant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Bright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Construction_foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_George
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Ruskin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalgamated_Society_of_Engineers_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strike_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Democratic_Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battersea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Burns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Hyde_Champion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamphlet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Working_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eight_Hour_League&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trades_Union_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eight_hour_day
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 Along with Burns and Ben Tillett, Mann was one of the leading figures in the London dock strike of 

1889. He was responsible for organising relief for the strikers and their families. With the support of 

other unions and various organisations, the strike was successful. Following the strike, Mann was 

elected President of the newly formed Dock, Wharf, Riverside and General Labourers' Union, with 

Tillett as General Secretary. Tillett and Mann wrote a pamphlet called New Unionism, which advanced 

the utopian ideal of a co-operative commonwealth. Mann was also elected to the London Trades and 

Labour Council and as secretary of the National Reform Union, and was a member of the Royal 

Commission on Labour from 1891 to 1893. In 1894, he was a founding member of the Independent 

Labour Party and became the party Secretary in 1894. He was an unsuccessful candidate for the party 

in the 1895 General Election. In 1896 he was beaten in the election for Secretary of the Amalgamated 

Society of Engineers. He helped create the International Transport Workers' Federation, and was its 

first President. He was deported from a number of European countries for organising trade unions.  

Mann's religious belief was as strong as his politics. He was an Anglican and organised support from 

Christian organisations like the Salvation Army during a number of strikes. In 1893 there were rumours 

that he intended to become a minister. He advocated the co-operative model of economic 

organisation, but resisted alliance between the ILP and other socialist organisations in Britain, like the 

Fabians. In 1895, the Fabian Beatrice Webb criticised Mann's absolutism and described his goal 

derogatorily as, "a body of men all professing exactly the same creed and all working in exact 

uniformity to exactly the same end". Philip Snowden, a member of the ILP, liked Mann but was critical 

of his inability to stay with any one party or organisation for more than a few years.  

 

Australia and Liverpool 

In 1902, Mann emigrated to Australia, to see if that country's broader electoral franchise would allow 

more "drastic modification of capitalism". Settling in Melbourne, he was active in Australian trade 

unions and became an organiser for the Australian Labour Party. However, he grew disillusioned with 

the party, believing it was being corrupted by the nature of government and concerned only with 

winning elections. He felt that the federal Labour MPs were unable and unwilling to change society, 

and their prominence within the movement was stifling and over-shadowing organised labour. He 

resigned from the ALP and founded the Victorian Socialist Party.  

Returning to Britain in 1910, Mann wrote The Way to Win, a pamphlet that argued that socialism could 

be achieved only through trade unionism and co-operation, and that parliamentary democracy was 

inherently corrupt. He founded the Industrial Syndicalist Education League, and worked as an 

organiser for Ben Tillett. He led the 1911 Liverpool General Transport Strike. In 1912 he was convicted 

Activist and Leader 

After reading the Communist Manifesto in 1886, Mann became a 

communist. He now believed the main purpose of the labour 

movement should be to overthrow capitalism, rather than just to 

ameliorate the condition of workers under it. He moved to 

Newcastle in 1887 and organised the SDF in the north of England. 

He managed Keir Hardie's electoral campaign in Lanark before 

returning to London in 1888, where he worked in support of the 

Bryant and May match factory strike. With Burns and Champion, he 

began producing a journal, the Labour Elector, in 1888. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Tillett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_dock_strike_of_1889
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_dock_strike_of_1889
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dock,_Wharf,_Riverside_and_General_Labourers%27_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Unionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Co-operative_Commonwealth_(society)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Reform_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_Labour_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_Labour_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_general_election,_1895
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Transport_Workers%27_Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Co-operative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fabians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatrice_Webb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Snowden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Labor_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Socialist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_Syndicalist_Education_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1911_Liverpool_General_Transport_Strike
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Manifesto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newcastle_upon_Tyne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keir_Hardie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bryant_and_May_match_factory_strike
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Elector
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under the Incitement to Mutiny Act 1797 of publishing an article in The Syndicalist, as an 'Open Letter 

to British Soldiers', urging them to refuse to shoot at strikers (later reprinted as a leaflet, Don't Shoot); 

his prison sentence was quashed after public pressure. He was opposed to Britain's involvement in 

World War I on socialist and religious grounds and addressed pacifist rallies.  

On 10 June 1913 he spoke at Wednesbury Market Place in support of strikers in the Great Black 

Country Trades Dispute, which lasted for two months and threatened government preparations for 

World War I. Mann returned to the area again on 3 July.  

In 1917, he joined the successor to the Social Democratic Federation, the British Socialist Party, which 

had affiliated to the Labour Party the previous year.  

 

Tom Mann continued to actively champion socialism, communism and co-operation, until his death in 

1941. He published further pamphlets and regularly addressed public meetings, in Britain and abroad. 

He was arrested for sedition, on several occasions. He continued to be a popular figure in the labour 

movement, attracting large audiences to rallies and benefits. During the Spanish Civil War, he wanted 

to fight on the Republican side, but was by that time far too old.  

 

                                                                  
                                                              

Tom Mann died on 13 March 1941.  

 

His great grandson, Nicholas Bennett, was Conservative MP for Pembroke 1987–92 and a Welsh Office 

Minister 1990–92. 

In 1919, he again ran for election as Secretary of the Amalgamated Society 

of Engineers, this time successfully. He held the post until 1921, when he 

retired at the age of sixty-five. He welcomed the Russian October 

Revolution in 1917 and the Communist government, and called for soviets 

to be formed in the United Kingdom. In 1920, he was one of many 

members of the British Socialist Party, inspired by the Revolution, who 

formed the Communist Party of Great Britain. Mann was chairman of the 

British Bureau of the Red International of Labour Unions and its successor, 

the National Minority Movement, from their formation in 1921 until 1929. Veteran campaigner 

Tom Mann Centuria 

A unit of the International Brigade, the 

Tom Mann Centuria, was named in his 

honour.  

 

A unit of the International Brigade, the 

Tom Mann Centuria, was named in his 

honour.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incitement_to_Mutiny_Act_1797
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Syndicalist&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wednesbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Democratic_Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Socialist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Labour_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Bennett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_(council)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Party_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_International_of_Labor_Unions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Minority_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Brigade
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We need our own notice board so committee 

members Janice, Gladys and Sue are, as always, 

Measuring Up! 

 

We now have our own brand-new notice board! 
 

Thanks to the generosity of:- 

Adel Co-operative Store 

Bellway Homes 

West Park Launderette 

Geldart & Sons Funeral Directors 

Morrisons Plc 

Councillor Christine Knight (Weetwood ward - Lab) 

Ex Councillor James Gibson (Weetwood ward - Lab) 

Councillor Billy Flynn (Adel & Wharfedale ward – Con) 

You will find it on your left as you enter the cemetery 

by the main gate. 

 

 

 

But notice boards are very 
costly.  
Fortunately for us, Alan, 
another committee 
member, is also a great 
fundraiser - when he’s not 
litter picking!  
 
He set about his task and 
the man from Bereavement 
Services was consulted….. 
et voilá! 
 

Our New Notice Board 

It‘s bigger than we thought,........ or is it? 
No, perhaps not, it’s smaller! 

 

     Alan Mann 

  Alan Mann 

 



9 
 

 

                                                         Victoria Cross Holders of Leeds 
                                       by Bob Lawrence 

During the latter half of the 19th century, the expansion of the British Empire required 

troops to be stationed throughout the world, and occasionally conflicts occurred which 

in terms of global significance may have seemed unimportant, but nevertheless gave 

rise to acts of great courage and sacrifice. The following event is just one example. 

 
                                                                           Captain Richard Kirby Ridgeway (1848-1924) 
                                                                            Bengal Staff Corps, 44th Ghurkha Rifles 
 
 

Richard Kirby Ridgeway was born on 18th August 1848 in Oldcastle, County Meath, 

Ireland. Educated at a private school he went on to the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst, and joined the 96th 

Regiment as Ensign on 8th February 1868. Within two years he was promoted to Lieutenant, transferring to the 

Indian Staff Corps in 1872. It was in 1872 that he married Emily, who was born in India. The couple went on to have 

five children, four of whom Richard outlived. He became a Captain serving as Adjutant with the 44th Ghurkha Rifles 

between 1874 and 1880. 

The Naga Hills was a district of British India which formed part of the mountainous borderland between the 

Brahmaputra Valley and Upper Burma. British jurisdiction was largely resisted by most of the tribes living in this area, 

resulting in expeditions being dispatched to chastise them. Richard served in two of these expeditions, being 

Mentioned in Despatches on the first in 1875. It was for actions on the second expedition of 1879-80, that he was 

awarded the Victoria Cross. The citation which appeared in the London Gazette on 11th May 1880 reads:  

‘Captain Ridgeway showed conspicuous gallantry throughout the attack on Konoma, India, on 22nd November 

1879. In the final assault he rushed up to the barricade, attempting to tear down the surrounding planking, in 

order to gain entrance. It was during this act that he received a severe bullet wound in his left shoulder’. 

He later commanded the 44th Ghurkha Rifles (1891-95) and took part in the Manipur Expedition in 1891 and the 

Tirah Campaign in 1897. Promoted to Colonel he was created Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George 

(CMG). He died at the Grand Hotel in Harrogate on 11th October 1924. He was cremated at Lawnswood and his ashes 

were scattered in the cemetery copse, near the Columbarium. 
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Books of Remembrance. 

 

At the beginning of April this year, Chris Simpson, head of Bereavement Services came to Lawnswood having just 

received the newly completed Books of Remembrance. He’d invited the Friends to see them before they were 

displayed. 

Almost exactly a year from the date when the books were ripped to shreds and strewn around the cemetery in a 

shocking act of vandalism, here they were!   Copied to perfection; a tribute to the cemetery staff who collected 

every shred of rain-soaked paper from the grounds; to the specialist firm who had so carefully pieced them together 

in order that they could create accurate copies, to Leeds City Council for responding so swiftly and commissioning 

the new books and to all of you who donated so generously towards the cost.  

They can now be viewed in the Book Room at the cemetery. 
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                                  FRIENDS  OF  LAWNSWOOD  CEMETERY FORTHCOMING  EVENTS 2019 

 

Saturday  13th July – Night time Safari,  Evening Walk . (This event is fully booked) 

Saturday, 17th  August – Members Tea Party. Invitations to be sent out. 

Sunday 15th September 2pm – Heritage Open Days. 
‘Getting to know Lawnswood Cemetery, walk led by Caroline Vernon. 

 
Friday 27th Sept – Evening Bat Walk. 

November Remembrance – TBA 

 

 

 

On July 1st, membership stood at 100. Thank you for your continued support without which we could not survive. 

Should you wish to contact us for any reason, please email friendsoflawnswoodcemetery@yahoo.co.uk 

Don’t forget to visit our web site occasionally http://lawnswoodcemetery.org.uk and also follow us on Facebook. 
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