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  To enhance, promote and protect Lawnswood Cemetery, including its monuments, buildings, landscape and records. 

Message from the Chair 

Christmas again already! How quickly the year seems to have gone. We have had a busy and 
successful year thanks to our supporters – whether you are a member, a volunteer or have attended 
any of the events we have arranged throughout the year. We really appreciate all your support. 
 
The main events of our calendar year are the AGM in the spring; a visit to another cemetery of 
interest in the summer, the annual tea party in August, and this year in particular, Remembrance 
Sunday in November. We also had two guided walks on different subjects, and a number of talks 
given about the cemetery to various groups. 
  
Running alongside these events are the all-important monthly Action Days supported by Leeds City 
Council staff, when we work with the Head Gardener and Ranger to maintain the grounds. I would 
like to acknowledge the very positive and supportive relationship we have with Leeds City Council 
and Bereavement Services specifically. We work closely with them for the benefit of the cemetery, 
and thank the Council for their continued support. 
 
Easter was memorable for the destruction of the Books of Remembrance. This mindless act horrified 
people, who then contacted the Council and ourselves, wanting to contribute towards the 
restoration of the books. The Friends therefore set up a ‘Just Giving’ fundraising site in response to 
this request and raised £2,200. We thank every one of you who donated; the generosity and 
goodwill of those who contributed puts these selfish, mindless vandals to even more shame. 
 
Despite this incident, in all other ways we have had one of our most successful years. Membership 
reached 110 in December, the highest number since we set up the Friends group in 2011. At the Tea 
Party every seat was taken and feedback was very positive. Our visit to Leeds General Cemetery was 
oversubscribed and thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended. 
 
 Our monthly Action Days continue to attract excellent numbers, with an average of 15 people 
attending each session. We have had a mixture of our stalwart regulars, plus a number of new 
volunteers. Ages range from a 2 year old to those of us in our 60s and 70s and all ages in-between, 
including two Duke of Edinburgh award students accompanied by their willing Mums and Dads. This 
year we advertised a family event to encourage younger children and their parents to come along. 
This included bulb planting, leaf clearing and making bird and hedgehog houses! We plan to have a 
couple of these events next year, in the spring and autumn. 
 
We said goodbye to Pete, our Leeds City Council Ranger for the last two years who has been so 
supportive of our work. We wish him well in his new job. Bereavement Services have employed two 
new Rangers to focus on supporting the Cemeteries and Crematoria. We very much welcome this 
support and are pleased to have Nick working with us, and look forward to a full and active year 
ahead in 2019. 
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11th November this year marked the 100-year anniversary of the end of the Great War when 
commemorative events took place across the country. We had a small event which was well 
attended despite the heavy rain! After laying  a wreath at the War Memorial we placed a 
commemorative cross on graves in the Victorian and 1910 sections where a family member was 
mentioned but not buried there, or whose remains have never been recovered. So, if you are visiting 
Lawnswood and see any of these small poppy crosses, that grave marks such a loss. 
 
And so, on behalf of the Committee of the Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery, may I wish all our 
friends and supporters a very happy Christmas and we look forward to your continued support in 
2019. 
 
Janice Simpson 
Chair 
The Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery 
 

The Books of Remembrance Update 

Easter weekend of 2018 saw the awful act of vandalism that destroyed three of the precious Books 

of Remembrance. These books are on display every day of the year for anyone to view the entries of 

remembrance for that day. The pages of the books for April, May and June were torn, shredded and 

thrown out into the bushes. All the pieces found were retrieved by the Council and sent to a 

specialist company where they have been painstakingly pieced together in order to read the original 

text and designs of each entry. The books are being recreated by hand by professional calligraphers 

and the finished results will be an exact replica of the originals .They will be completed and ready for 

viewing from April next year. 

Bereavement Services now have digital copies of all the pages from all three books. If you would like 

to check that an entry of interest to you (from April, May or June) has been found and is included in 

the restoration work, you can contact Bereavement Services who will show you a copy of the page. 

To make an enquiry email them at parks@leeds.gov.uk  

At the time of the vandalism many people contacted Leeds City Council and The Friends of 

Lawnswood Cemetery to ask if they could donate towards the cost of the restoration work. In 

response to these requests we set up a ‘Just Giving’ fundraising site and many of you made a 

donation. £2,200 was raised!  

Chris Simpson, Bereavement Services Manager received the cheque on behalf of the Council. He 

expressed the Council’s appreciation of the generosity of all who have contributed, and sends a very 

big personal “thank you “to everyone who responded. 

We all look forward to seeing these beautiful Books of Remembrance back on display next year.  

Janice Simpson 
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Eric Batten was the son of rugby league footballer Billy Batten. He was married to Annie (née Saxton) 

in 1937 in Wakefield.   They had three children, John Michael Batten, Janet Batten, and Gaynor 

Batten. 

Playing career 

Eric Batten started his rugby career playing rugby union at Sandal RUFC before signing for the rugby 

league club Wakefield Trinity in September 1933. He made his début for Wakefield Trinity in the 9-3 

victory over Bradford Northern at Odsal Stadium, Bradford on Saturday 30 September 1933. He 

played 41 games for Wakefield Trinity, scoring 12 tries in those games, including a hat-trick against 

Hull Kingston Rovers in March 1936, before he moved to Hunslet in September 1936 for £400. 

During the war years, Eric returned to Wakefield Trinity as a guest player, playing two games in May 

1940, and one February 1943. In these three wartime games he scored eight tries, including four 

against Huddersfield in May 1940, making his club total 20 tries in 44 appearances. 

International honours    Eric Batten won caps for England & Great Britain:- 

Hunslet -                                                                             Bradford Northern - 

1938 against Wales 

1939 against France, and Wales 

1940 against Wales 

1941 against Wales 

1943 against Wales 

1944 against Wales 

1945 against Wales (2 matches) 

1946 against France (2 matches), and Wales 

1946 against Australia (2 matches), New 

Zealand (Great Britain) 

1947 against New Zealand (Great Britain) 

1947 against France 

1948 against France 

 

 

Frederick E. "Eric" Batten (13 June 1914 – 3 

September 1993) was an English professional 

rugby league footballer of the 1930s, 1940s and 

1950s, and coach of the 1950s. He played at 

representative level for Great Britain and 

England, and at club level for Hunslet, 

Wakefield Trinity, Bradford Northern, Leeds, 

and Featherstone Rovers, and coached at club 

level for Featherstone Rovers, and Batley.  Eric 

Batten appeared in eight Challenge Cup Finals; 

two for Leeds, five for Bradford Northern, and 

one for Featherstone Rovers, winning three, 

and losing five, he scored a total of 443 tries 

during his career. He is third on the all-time try 

scorers list behind Brian Bevan (796 tries), and 

Billy Boston (571 tries). 

Eric Batten – Rugby League  
Legend   & Featherstone Rovers 
Hall of Fame  
 

                                                                             
  



4 

Championship Final appearances 

Eric Batten played right-centre, i.e. number 2, in Hunslet's 8-2 victory over Leeds in the 

Championship Final during the 1937–38 at Elland Road, Leeds on Saturday 30 April 1938.[9] He 

played in Bradford Northern's 26-20 aggregate victory over Halifax in the Championship Final during 

the 1944–45 season; the 2-9 defeat at Thrum Hall, Halifax, and the 24-11 victory at Odsal Stadium, 

Bradford. 

Challenge Cup Final appearances 

 

1940-41 – Eric played for Leeds 9-2 victory over Halifax at Odsal, Bradford in front of a crowd of 

28,5000 

1942-43 – Leeds v Dewsbury defeat 15-16 (agg) 9-16 defeat at Dewsbury, whilst winning 6-0 at 

Headingley on 16th May 1943 in front of a crowd of 16,000 

1943-44 – Now playing from Bradford Northern in a 8-3 (agg) win over Wigan 

1944-45 -  Bradford Northern v Huddersfield defeat 9-13 (agg) 

1946-47 – Bradford Northern v Leeds win 8-4 played at Wembley Stadium 

1948-49 – Bradford Northern v Wigan defeat 3-8 played at Wembley Stadium in front of 91,465 

1951-52 – Now playing for Featherstone Rovers in a 10-18 defeat against Workington with an 

attendance of 72,093 

 

 
 
Bradford Northern v Wigan (1944) 
 
 
 
( 
 
 
 
Photos courtesy of Bradford Northern RFL) 

 
 
Eric Batten 
evading  
a tackle from his 
brother Bob at 
Headingley 
In 1947 

 
 
Eric Batten scoring for Bradford 
Northern v Hunslet in 1948 

 

Other notable matches 

He played right wing, i.e. number 2, for a Rugby League XIII against Northern Command XIII at Thrum 

Hall, Halifax on Saturday 21 March 1942. 

Notable tour matches 

Eric Batten played right wing, i.e. number 2, in Wakefield Trinity's 6-17 defeat by Australia in the 

1933–34 Kangaroo tour of Great Britain match during the 1933–34 season at Belle Vue, Wakefield 

on Saturday 28 October 1933. 
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“The Indomitables” was the name given to the all-conquering Great Britain team who travelled to 

Australia and New Zealand in 1946.  It was led by Rugby League Hall of Famer Gus Risman and 

featured six players from Bradford Northern: Trevor Foster, Ernest Ward, Eric Batten, Willie Davies, 

Frank Whitcombe, and Jack Kitching. 

 

            
(Courtesy of the BBC) 
 

The Indomitables Team (1946) 

 
(Courtesy of sportpages.com) 
 

Programme – 1st Test 1946 

 

“The Indomitables” earned their name from the Royal Navy warship the players travelled on, which 

transported them 10,000 miles in a month long journey to the other side of the world, travelling 

down the Suez Canal and stopping off in Gibraltar, Malta, Egypt’s Port Said, Aden in what is now 

Yemen, and Colombo in Sri Lanka, before landing in Fremantle, Western Australia, still more than 

2,000 miles from their final destination of Sydney. 

The tour made history as it was the first time a travelling side had gone unbeaten in a series against 

Australia, a record which still stands today. 

Player/Coach - Club career (Featherstone Rovers) 

Eric Batten made his début for Featherstone Rovers on Saturday 2 December 1949. 

Apart from his impressive change in club culture thanks to his coaching ability, Eric was still a very 

good winger in his own right despite his advancing years. Quick off the mark, with a wiry build and a 

low centre of gravity, he had an unerring sense of where the line was and his ability to get the ball 

down from close range was unparalleled. His strength and bravery saw him get over the line 

regularly, often diving low among a forest of legs to score. His try scoring feats soon rewrote the 

record books at Featherstone Rovers. In his first year he played 32 games, scored 17 tries, and took 

his team to the Cup final at Wembley for the first time ever against Workington Town. At the twin 

towers, Batten scored a trademark try, grounding the ball in the corner from a seemingly impossible 

situation that the defence looked to have covered. That day at Wembley on the opposite wing was 

Norman Mitchell, one of a couple of local young wingers that Batten helped to bring on. Mitchell 

played 85 games in the early fifties, mostly on the opposite wing to Batten, a role he shared with Ray 

Cording who played 122 games in the same period. 

The following year (1953), Batten broke Jack Hirst’s season record for tries, raising it to 26. With 17 

tries the year after, now aged 39, he had scored 62 tries in 105 games for Featherstone Rovers. He 

then retired to concentrate on his coaching. In all, he had scored an astonishing 443 tries during a 

twenty one year career that covered Wakefield, Hunslet and Bradford as well as the Rovers. After 
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five good years in charge of first team coaching, Eric was controversially released from his duties in 

the summer of 1956. The revolution in the club’s fortunes that had been set in place was continued 

by his successors. Quite simply, Eric Batten left Featherstone a much better club than when he had 

joined. 

Coaching career 

Eric Batten was the coach of Batley from October 1956 to April 1958. 

Honoured at Featherstone Rovers 

Eric Batten is a Featherstone Rovers Hall of Fame inductee. 

 

Post Rugby League 

Eric Batten’s shop in Beeston. 

 
(Courtesy of West Yorkshire Archive Service) 

10th June 1964 View of the double fronted shop, E. Batten, newsagents and tobacconists at number 

2 Hunslet Hall Road. 

Eric’s daughter Gaynor commented: “My father owned the shop in the photograph. We moved into 

the shop in 1956 and I spent all my childhood here until we moved out when the property was 

scheduled for demolition in the 1970s. The windows above the shop door was mine and my sister's 

bedroom (Janet) and it doubled as a storeroom at busy times such as Christmas. My mother and 

father worked long hours running the shop and as I grew up I helped out and worked there on a 

Saturday and during the school holidays serving behind the counter.   He bought the newsagents 

after leaving Featherstone Rovers.” 

 

Alan Mann 
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Grave Spotlight 

John Frederick Bradley 1881- 1944 

My grandfather John Frederick Bradley was born in 1881 at West Darby, 

Liverpool, the first child of John and Elizabeth Bradley. His brother George was 

born in 1884. Their mother Elizabeth died in 1890 aged only 28 years, so their 

father John and his two young sons aged seven and five, moved north to live 

with their extended family at Lindal Street, Barrow in Furness. This meant that 

he could continue to work. He was a stone mason. 

The 1901 census shows the family at Oxenholme Terrace, Ulverston; young JFB was 19 and 

like his father he too was a stone mason. George, 17, was following the same trade in the 

quarries/mines of the Coniston area of Cumbria. 

During the years 1901-08 JFB worked at Ampleforth College and also at the new cathedral, 

St Peters, in Liverpool where building started in 1906. He married his wife Margaret in 1903: 

George emigrated to Canada. 

By 1908 JFB, a journeyman stone mason, his wife and three children were living at 60 

Vienna Road in Stockport and he had started to keep an official log book of all work 

undertaken. This included 1909 - Greek Street High School for Girls, Stockport, 1911- Pearl 

Life Assurance new offices in Leeds. More than 100 years later this building is now grade 2 

listed and has been turned into luxury city centre apartments. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 
JFB’s next employment was in Headingley, at Beckett Park where a teacher training college 

was being built. It opened in 1913 but in 1914, the college was commandeered and 

converted into a military hospital designated the 2nd Northern General Hospital for the 

duration of WW1 and beyond. It finally reverted to its original purpose in 1924. It is now 

Leeds Beckett University. 

                  Pearl Assurance Building                                                            Beckett Park College, detail of the springer from JFB’s work book.             
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For his part in WW1 JFB 

was conscripted in 1916 

aged 34. By now he had six 

children and he wrote to 

each of them individually 

when he could find the 

time. In May 1918 he was 

captured by the Germans 

and spent the final five 

months of the war in a 

POW camp near Wesel in 

Germany. 

After the war ended JFB 

returned to Leeds and 

amongst his varied work he 

built war memorials at 

Armley Park, Headingley 

and Lawnswood Cemetery. 

This rather unique photo 

shows him standing on the 

left of the platform wearing 

a trilby. He had designed 

the scaffolding himself and 

it was more robust than it 

looks! 

In the mid 1920s he became Clerk of Works for Leeds City Council and oversaw the building 

of Bentley Lane lower and upper schools, Middleton 

Primary School, Lawnswood High School (the original 

version), and Leeds Modern School at Roundhay. 

John F Bradley died in 1944 from silicosis, most likely 

as a result of breathing in the fine dust whilst stone 

cutting. 

He was cremated at Lawnswood and his ashes were 

scattered in the area of the War Memorial which he 

had built. His memorial stone is on the wall of the 

Columbarium. 

Malcolm Rawson 
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Action Days 

Our Action Days continue to be well supported and we have had some new young, enthusiastic 

volunteers who provide an added bonus to the proceedings. 

In October we held our first family event, planting bluebells and snowdrops in a freshly developed 

area of the cemetery. We also made bird and hedgehog boxes. It went very well and we hope to 

repeat the event in the springtime to encourage more families to attend.   

Pete Banks our brilliant Ranger for the past two years has now moved on to pastures new. We thank 

him for his guidance and wish him well in his new role. We welcome Nick Denman as our new 

Ranger and of course the continued guidance of head gardener Chris Raines. 

Sue Harris. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 The Hard Hat Brigade!                                                  Very welcome new faces                                     Younger helpers 

        Nick Denman            Pete Banks               Head Gardener  
            Ranger                        Ranger                    Chris Raines 
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A visit to Leeds General Cemetery (St. George’s Fields) Leeds University 30th June 2018 

A group of us congregated outside “The Library” at Woodhouse Moor for a tour of St. George’s 

Fields with Sioban aka Morticia, an artist and historian with a special interest in this cemetery and in 

particular its women. We walked as quickly as the heat allowed, to a building which incorporated 

houses for the Registrar and Sexton at either side of the gate.(Leeds architect John Clark, 1798-1857, 

built 1833-35)  

Inside was a lovely green oasis of peace. The cemetery had been acquired by the University in 1956 

and converted into a green space in the late 6os. A mound said to contain many former memorials, 

and paths formed of headstones from multi-occupied graves, did seem rather disrespectful to those 

named.  They led to a central chapel displaying a plaque to famous Leeds artist John Atkinson 

Grimshaw who was buried close by. Some of the more unusual monuments survived the clearance - 

the Fireman’s memorial, the headstone styled on the porch of Adel Church, a memorial, with fishing 

basket, to William Taylor were some we stopped to look at.  Morticia led us to other monuments to 

some of the cemetery’s more interesting occupants-  the grave to the wife of black circus owner, 

Pablo Fanque who was mentioned in the Beatles song 'Being for the benefit of 

Mr Kite’! Also an early female evangelist - but there were many more eminent 

people whose stories we were told.  

We did a full tour of the cemetery and on such a warm sunny day, the wooded 

sections were especially appealing, and one quite haunting, with its 

predominance of obelisks, a craze which swept through Europe after 

Napoleon’s Egyptian campaign.  At least one person in our party saw the 

graves of his ancestors. We were very grateful to Morticia for taking us on this 

enchanting tour and sharing her research on the cemetery. Ann Lightman 

                                                                                                            

 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Bev Forrest who arranged the visit and she 

says”We are currently looking for ideas for our next  

cemetery visit. If you have any suggestions please email 

bevforrest@outlook.com” 

 

 

Nursery Nominy 

Cottage, house and country hall! 
A merry Christmas to you all! 
Long ago on Christmas Day 
A child was cradled in the hay,  
Where the ox, and where the ass 
Watched the little Mother lass 
And they whispered in His ear 
How the beasts know winter-fear; 
How the song-birds die of cold  
When the snow is on the wold. 
Children of this household give 
Crumbs, so that His birds may live! 
 
Dorothy Una Ratcliffe 

This charming little poem sent in by Ann Lightman 

was written by Dorothy Una Ratcliffe.  

Dorothy was the wife of Charles Frederick Ratcliffe, 
nephew and heir of Edward Allen Brotherton, later  
Lord  Brotherton of Wakefield and therefore has a 
link , however tenuous, to Lawnswood Cemetery! 
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The Members Annual Tea Party 

The Members annual tea party in August went down very well again, with an even greater 

number attending. The atmosphere was light hearted and pleasant; Gladys came up 

trumps with her quiz, the committee excelled with an afternoon tea fit for Royalty and Pat 

Gerwat gave a most interesting talk on The Quakers. It was a very pleasant afternoon. 

 


