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  Newsletter June 2014 

 

 

 

The last year has seen vast improvements at 

Lawnswood Cemetery.  

As you approach the main entrance you will 

see that it has been widened and at long last, 

the gates have been replaced. 

 

The main drive has been re-tarmacked   and 

all grassed areas have been re-turfed. A 

wreath and flower display area has been 

created opposite the chapels which is a 

welcome improvement.  

 

 

 

 

Whilst Leeds City Council has been busy with 

improvements to the entrance area, our 

intrepid Action Day volunteers have been 

tirelessly working to improve the state of the 

cemetery particularly in the Victorian section 

and what a difference they have made! 

 It seems that there is nothing they will not 

tackle- they have cleared Himalayan Balsam, 

dense undergrowth which has exposed long 

forgotten graves, cleared and edged foot 

paths, cleaned drains, scrubbed and varnished 

benches and, where appropriate, have placed 

gravel on graves to help keep the weeds at 

bay! 

 

If you would like to help out at our Action 

Days you would be made most welcome. We 

meet on the first Saturday of each month in 

the car park opposite the main entrance at 

10am. No previous experience needed, tools 

are provided and the work varies to suit all 

abilities. Refreshments are also provided! 
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Message from the Chair 
 
Welcome to our third newsletter!  
First of all I would like to thank all our 
members for your continued support. The 
Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery is now in its 
third year and we could not continue without 
the support of the membership and 
volunteers. 
 
The volunteers continue to do a marvellous 
job at the monthly Action Days and their work 
is making a real difference and a sustained 
improvement. If you have been to the 
cemetery recently you will see all the work 
that Leeds City Council has done to improve 
the entrance and area around the chapel, and 
at last the new gates have been installed! This 
has made a tremendous difference to the look 
of the cemetery, and together with our work 
in the Victorian and 1910 sections has 
improved Lawnswood beyond recognition.  
 
Many members of the public have 
commented on the vast improvement which 
shows the impact that the Friends group has 
had, in partnership with the staff of Leeds City 
Council, and I would like to thank the Council 
officers for their continued support. 
 
This is a significant year as it starts the 
commemoration of the First World War. 
Andrea Hetherington has obtained funding 
from the National Lottery Heritage Fund on 
behalf of the Friends to undertake further 
research and produce a live performance at 
the cemetery, re-telling true stories of people 
commemorated at Lawnswood Cemetery who 
were involved in the First World War. This will 
take place on the 9th August at Lawnswood. 
Further information about this event will be 
sent out separately.  
 
I would also like to welcome Sarah Roebuck as 
the new Bereavement Services Officer for 
Leeds City Council who will be our link person 
with the Council - and thanks to Andy Haley 
for his support during the time he undertook 
this role. I look forward to Sarah working with 
us to continue the good work that has been 
achieved.  

 
I hope you find the newsletter of interest and 
look forward to your continued support. 
 
Mike Simpson 
Chair 
 

Ethel Preston Monument 

 

Before 

The cleaning of Ethel’s monument was 

undertaken in autumn 2013 to mark her 

centenary. The firm that carried out the task 

felt that overly vigorous treatment may 

damage the marble so, whilst not quite 

pristine, she is looking a little better than she 

did. 

 

After 
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The Missing Angel 

The Jaques Angel, a life sized bronze sculpture 

by Edward Caldwell Spruce, kept watch over 

the Jaques family grave at Lawnswood 

Cemetery for almost 100 years.  

 

At 6pm on the evening of 30th December 

2009, metal thieves arrived. They loaded the 

angel onto a trolley and made to leave via the 

main gateway where they had a van waiting. 

(The gates were not in place at the time) 

However, they were stopped in their tracks by 

crematorium technician John Hadland who 

challenged them and called the police. The 

thieves unfortunately got away but, thanks to 

John’s intervention the angel was saved and 

removed to a safe place. 

There are differing opinions as to what should 

happen to the angel. Some say a replica 

should be made to place on the grave and 

that the angel should be displayed in a 

museum. I personally think that a way could 

be found to make it more secure and that it 

should be returned to its rightful place and 

continue to watch over the Jaques family 

grave. 

Kate Vernon 

The New Plaque? 

Some of you may have noticed that earlier 

this year a plaque appeared on the wall of the 

crematorium and you may have wondered 

about its origin. 

 

As stated, the crematorium, which was 

designed by WS Braithwaite, was indeed the 

first of its kind in the UK as it used a gas 

cremator which had been developed in France 

and the French engineers who designed it 

supervised its use in the early days. 

 The first cremation, that of John Dunbar 

Steen of Guiseley, took place on the opening 

day. 

The commemorative plaque, which has been 

in the cellar of the crematorium possibly for 

over 100 years, was noticed by crematorium 

technician Chris Walton and thanks to his 

efforts it has now been placed for all to see! 

 

Thanks Chris 
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In search of Spruce… 

Lawnswood Friends visit Beckett 

Street Cemetery 

On a rainy morning in May an intrepid band of 

Friends took up the invitation to tour Beckett  

Street Cemetery. Their guide was Lynda 

Kitching, Secretary of the Beckett Street 

Friends Group. The idea to visit the site arose 

from the inspiring talk given by Alison Glew at 

the Lawnswood AGM. Alison’s talk focused on 

the renowned sculptor Edward Caldwell 

Spruce designer of the wonderful Sam Wilson 

memorial. On hearing that Spruce was buried 

at Beckett Street (then known as Burmantofts 

Cemetery) we contacted Lynda for more 

information. We were saddened by the news 

that indeed Spruce was buried at the 

cemetery, but in an unmarked grave. 

Following his death his widow fell on hard 

times and had to sell their home and most of 

its contents. Clearly there was no money left 

for a memorial. On the visit Lynda was able to 

show the group the site where Spruce and his 

child Phyllis are laid to rest. Although Spruce 

wasn’t born in Leeds he worked here for most 

of his life and played a key role in the creative 

world of the late Victorian and Edwardian 

period. Surely such a key figure should have 

his resting place marked for remembrance. 

On the visit, Lynda was able to show the 

group many interesting memorials. Beckett 

Street is probably most famous for its Guinea 

graves. Here, death reflects the life of the 

people of the times. Here for the sum of one 

guinea (£1.05 which was nearly a week’s 

wages for half the population) you could be 

buried stacked high and back to back in 

identical graves.  

On the tour the group saw many other 

memorials which helped to tell the fascinating 

tale of life in Victorian Leeds. These included 

the granite memorial to twice mayor of Leeds 

and MP John Barran who was buried here in 

1905. Barran was responsible for many 

innovations in the world of textiles which 

made mass- production possible. He is also 

fondly remembered by the people of Leeds as 

the benefactor of Roundhay Park.  

Lynda also told some less well known stories 

including the sad tale of the young boy Fred 

Smith killed in 1933 by a low flying plane. It is 

clear from the inscription on the stone that 

while the jury cleared the pilot of wrong 

doing, the boy’s parents had a very different 

view.  

The Friends group found the experience both 

interesting and entertaining and our thanks 

go to Lynda for making this possible. More 

photographs and information about the visit 

can be found on our facebook page. 

 If you would like to know more about Beckett 

Street please take a look at their website 

http://beckettstreetcemetery.org.uk 

 Also the excellent book by Sylvia Barnard, ‘To 

prove I’m not forgot’ gives a detailed insight 

into the cemetery and to Leeds in the 

Victorian period. We hope this visit will lead 

to many more outings to local cemeteries by 

the Friends. If you have any ideas for future 

visits Bev Forrest would love to hear from you 

at b.forrest@leedstrinity.ac.uk 

 

The Guinea Graves 

http://beckettstreetcemetery.org.uk/
mailto:b.forrest@leedstrinity.ac.uk


5 
 

Archibald Neill, Architect 1856-1933 

As a regular feature of our newsletters we 

would like to celebrate the lives of some of 

the lesser known figures buried at Lawnswood 

who have played an important role in the 

history of our city.  

 Our first story looks at Archibald Neill. 

Bradford born of Scottish parents, his father 

James was also an architect. He married Alice 

Jane Mann 1878. They had six children and 

lived at 1 Claremont Villas, Clarendon Road. 

  We were made aware of Neill’s significant 

contribution to the history of Leeds through 

his great grand-daughter Christina who has 

kindly shared some family memorabilia. As an 

architect, Neill was responsible for the design 

of many key buildings in Leeds and further 

afield. His biggest commission was probably 

the impressive Standard Assurance Building in 

City Square built in 1901. This was demolished 

in the 1960s and No1 City Square now stands 

on this prominent site. He is also credited 

with the design of the mock Tudor style 

Overseers’ Office in North Lane built in 1914.  

Christina told me “Looking more into 

Archibald’s designs I find that buildings I have 

passed regularly were designed by him: 

namely a parade of shops at 168-176 

Chapeltown Road (1890) and Newton Park 

Union Church (built 1887). He called this huge 

building his “little cathedral”. It was latterly a 

Sikh temple but now lies derelict. These are 

both buildings I have always loved, little 

knowing my link with them”. 

Neill was a proud and active freemason for 54 

years. He was a past Master of the Alfred 

Lodge, and the Leeds Mercury gives details of 

the many members of the organisation who 

attended his funeral at Lawnswood. A 

photograph from the family album shows 

Neill proudly wearing his regalia. Neill went on 

to become the chief valuer of buildings for 

Leeds Corporation, a role he held into his 

early 70s. On his retirement he was 

interviewed by the Yorkshire Evening Post and 

spoke of the huge rise in value of central 

Leeds properties in the period he carried out 

the role, an example being that of his own 

office where, over the period of 20 years the 

rent increased from £15 to £80 a year.  

 

Sadly Neill’s monument is badly weathered 

but it is still just possible to make out the 

inscription. He is buried with his wife Alice. 

 

 If you have any thoughts on which figures you 

would like including in our column, please get 

in touch with the committee. We especially 

welcome comments from family members.  

Bev Forrest 



6 
 

Forthcoming Events 

Saturday 9th August. WW1 Event 

Information regarding this event will be sent 

out separately. 

Afternoon tea for members. 

Saturday 23rd August at 3pm 

Following the success of last year’s tea party, 

we plan to do it all again! 

Strictly for members only, afternoon tea will 

be served at The Friends Meeting House, New 

Adel Lane LS16 6AZ. This will be accompanied 

by a talk which will be given by historian Janet 

Douglas. Her subject is 'From the Headingley 

Burial Board to Municipal Cemetery: the 

history of Lawnswood Cemetery'. 

Booking for this event is essential so that we 

can plan for the catering. If you would like to 

attend, please let us know by 8th August. 

Email 

friendsoflawnswoodcemetery@yahoo.co.uk 

or ring secretary Alan Mann on 07901656886 

or 0113 2817 605 

            Annual General Meeting 

Our next AGM will be held on Thursday, 27th 

November 2014 at 7pm. It will take place at 

The Friends Meeting House, New Adel Lane, 

Leeds LS16 6AZ. 

 

Thank you! 

The Friends would like to say a big ‘thank you’ 

to the members of staff from McDonalds for 

their enthusiastic help at our Action Day in 

May. They did a great job and we look 

forward to their future involvement. 

 

Friends of Lawnswood Cemetery 

Committee 

Chair – Mike Simpson 
Vice Chair – Janice Simpson 
Secretary – Alan Mann 
Treasurer – Alan Williams 
Membership Secretary – Kate Vernon 
Committee members – Andrea Hetherington, 
Bev Forrest 
 

Two of our committee members, Ann 

Lightman and Stewart Shaw have had to 

resign for personal reasons. We thank them 

for all their hard work and wish them well.  

This means that we are now in need of 

volunteers to join the committee, fresh faces 

with fresh ideas! If you think you could help 

out, we would be delighted to hear from you.  

Contact - 
friendsoflawnswoodcemetery@yahoo.co.uk  
or ring  secretary Alan Mann on 07901656886 

or 0113 2817 605 

Membership currently stands at 80. 
 
Many thanks to those who have renewed 
their membership and a big welcome to all 
our new members, we could not exist without 
you! 
 
Do you have skills or interests to help the 
Friends ? 
 
 We are always looking for people who might 
be able to spare some time to help with the 
work of the Friends. We are particularly 
looking for help with developing and 
maintaining Facebook and the website pages, 
help with guided walks, and help with 
newsletters and leaflets. If anyone is 
interested please contact Mike Simpson via 
the email address. 
friendsoflawnswoodcemetery@yahoo.co.uk  

 

mailto:friendsoflawnswoodcemetery@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:friendsoflawnswoodcemetery@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:friendsoflawnswoodcemetery@yahoo.co.uk

